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	Description
	The project was aimed at investigation of the best practices for improvement of the activities of the state and municipal bodies and civil society organizations for creation of the conditions for full participation of elderly citizens in resolving problems of the local communities, active and full-value life, and promotion of their own interests. The tasks included analysis of the existing approaches to the state policies on activation and full use of the potential of elderly people in Russia and abroad, comparative research of conditions for social and political participation of elderly people, identification of best practices in different Russian regions (big cities and small towns of Tuymazy, Ufa, Novokuznetsk and Prokopyevsk, Kazan, Naberezhnyie Chelny, Moscow), identification of factors which influence the degree of civil participation of elderly people, drafting recommendations for activation of social potential of elderly people on municipal level and in local communities.
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	Description
	The main objective of the project is to examine the methodologies which semiotics of law has been utilized so far and try to answer the question, whether in addition to the interdisciplinary use of methods, borrowed from other fields, it can propose its own method, which can be applied in critical legal theory and analysis of legal texts of different genres.

 The specific objectives of the research are:

- to show the interrelation and differentiation between “semiotics of law”, “legal rhetoric”, “legal hermeneutics”, “interpretation”, “text analysis”;

- to analyze the process of interpretation in law in terms of semiotics and rhetoric; 

- to apply semiotic approach, elaborated by famous Russian linguist, professor Yuri Rozhdestvensly, to classification of legal texts and legal terminology;

- to apply methods of semiotic analysis and rhetorical analysis to the examination of texts of judicial decisions;

- to describe works of Russian legal scholars on interpretation of statues from semiotic perspective;

- to show, how legal problems can be resolved by utilizing semiotic approach (as Pierce maintained, semiotics of law assumed to have practical consequences);

- to reveal what semiotics “as a process of investigating law” (Roberta Kevelson) can add to the existing methods of critical legal theory;

- to show, how semiotic method of inquiry can be applied to the analysis and problem-solving in different branches of law (in constitutional law, in commercial law, in human rights law, etc.).


