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	Description
	The current research aims at analyzing the impacts of today’s codification and unification processes on the development of selected institutions within the private international law field. In legal terms, codification constitutes the most perfect form of legislation systematization which comprises not only legal rules combined into a single norm-setting text, but also their drastic revision, structuring and renewal. The first decade of the 21-st century represents the most interesting period for studying the codification phenomenon in private international law: many countries enacted autonomous complex laws on private international law and international civil procedure, as well as the private international law codes which pioneer in law history. Along with the progressive elaboration of national legislation, one of the major regularities of modern societal development is the law internationalization which is expanding, thus bringing legal systems closer, deepening their interference and interdependence. Law internationalization makes itself conspicuous first and foremost through unification processes. Law unification implies elaboration of similar and/or uniform rules in domestic law of different countries as a result of countries cooperation. International treaties are main tools for unification in private international law. The first stage of current unification in private international law (the shaping of a uniform behavioral rule) differs by a high institutional level, specifically, by elaboration of international treaties within the frames of both intergovernmental and non-governmental international organizations. The second stage involves the implementation of unified rules into national legislation through incorporation or transformation. Depending on the classification criteria applied, several types of unification can be singled out. Firstly, based on the regulated matter, unification can be asserted for branches, segments of branches, institutions or selected rules of private international law. Secondly, in line with the legal regulation methods applied in private international law both conflict rules and substantive rules of private international law underlying these methods are subject to unification. Thirdly, depending on parties to international treaties as the major tools of unification, the following types of unification can be identified: universal, regional and local, as well as multilateral and bilateral. An international treaty as a tool for unification and a form for expressing uniform rules differs from a model law with its unification effect. A model law presents a tool for harmonization which within the private international law implies a process aimed at bringing laws of different countries closer, eliminating or reducing their dissimilarities, and defining similar legal rules. It appears evident that unification inevitably leads to harmonization; however, the latter differs as it does not imply contractual forms for determining uniform legal rules.




