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Title VI CIVIL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

CHAPTER 55 

JUDGMENTS 

55.601 Uniform Out-of-country Foreign Money-Judgment Recognition Act; short 

title.—Sections 55.601-55.607 may be cited as the “Uniform Out-of-country Foreign Money-

Judgment Recognition Act.” 

History.—s. 1, ch. 94-239. 

55.602 Definitions.—As used in this act, the term: 

(1) “Foreign state” means any governmental unit other than the United States, or any state, 

district, commonwealth, territory, insular possession thereof, or the Panama Canal Zone, the Trust 

Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the Ryukyu Islands. 

(2) “Out-of-country foreign judgment” means any judgment of a foreign state granting or 

denying recovery of a sum of money, other than a judgment for taxes, a fine, or other penalty. 

History.—s. 2, ch. 94-239; s. 5, ch. 2005-241. 

55.603 Applicability.—This act applies to any out-of-country foreign judgment that is final 

and conclusive and enforceable where rendered, even though an appeal therefrom is pending or is 

subject to appeal. 

History.—s. 3, ch. 94-239; s. 6, ch. 2005-241. 

55.604 Recognition and enforcement.—Except as provided in s. 55.605, an out-of-country 

foreign judgment meeting the requirements of s. 55.603 is conclusive between the parties to the 

extent that it grants or denies recovery of a sum of money. Procedures for recognition and 

enforceability of an out-of-country foreign judgment shall be as follows: 

(1) The out-of-country foreign judgment shall be filed with the clerk of the court and recorded 

in the public records in the county or counties where enforcement is sought. 

(a) At the time of the recording of an out-of-country foreign judgment, the judgment creditor 

shall make and record with the clerk of the circuit court an affidavit setting forth the name, social 

security number, if known, and last known post-office address of the judgment debtor and of the 

judgment creditor. 

(b) Promptly upon the recording of the out-of-country foreign judgment and the affidavit, the 

clerk shall mail notice of the recording of the out-of-country foreign judgment, by registered mail 

with return receipt requested, to the judgment debtor at the address given in the affidavit and shall 

make a note of the mailing in the docket. The notice shall include the name and address of the 

judgment creditor and of the judgment creditor’s attorney, if any, in this state. In addition, the 

judgment creditor may mail a notice of the recording of the judgment to the judgment debtor and 

may record proof of mailing with the clerk. The failure of the clerk to mail notice of recording will 
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not affect the enforcement proceedings if proof of mailing by the judgment creditor has been 

recorded. 

(2) The judgment debtor shall have 30 days after service of the notice to file a notice of 

objection with the clerk of the court specifying the grounds for nonrecognition or 

nonenforceability under this act. 

(3) Upon the application of any party, and after proper notice, the circuit court shall have 

jurisdiction to conduct a hearing, determine the issues, and enter an appropriate order granting or 

denying recognition in accordance with the terms of this act. 

(4) If the judgment debtor fails to file a notice of objection within the required time, the clerk 

of the court shall record a certificate stating that no objection has been filed. 

(5) Upon entry of an order recognizing the out-of-country foreign judgment, or upon recording 

of the clerk’s certificate set forth above, the out-of-country foreign judgment shall be enforced in 

the same manner as the judgment of a court of this state. 

(6) Once an order recognizing the out-of-country foreign judgment has been entered by a court 

of this state, the order and a copy of the judgment may be recorded in any other county of this state 

without further notice or proceedings, and shall be enforceable in the same manner as the judgment 

of a court of this state. 

(7) A lien on real estate in any county shall be created only when there has been recorded in 

the official records of the county (a) a certified copy of the judgment, and (b) a copy of the clerk’s 

certificate or the order recognizing the out-of-country foreign judgment. The priority of such lien 

will be established as of the time the latter of the two recordings has occurred. 

(8) A judgment lien on personal property is acquired only when a judgment lien certificate is 

filed in accordance with s. 55.203 with the Department of State. 

History.—s. 4, ch. 94-239; s. 77, ch. 99-251; s. 17, ch. 2000-258; s. 10, ch. 2001-154; s. 7, ch. 

2005-241. 

55.605 Grounds for nonrecognition.— 

(1) An out-of-country foreign judgment is not conclusive if: 

(a) The judgment was rendered under a system which does not provide impartial tribunals or 

procedures compatible with the requirements of due process of law. 

(b) The foreign court did not have personal jurisdiction over the defendant. 

(c) The foreign court did not have jurisdiction over the subject matter. 

(2) An out-of-country foreign judgment need not be recognized if: 

(a) The defendant in the proceedings in the foreign court did not receive notice of the 

proceedings in sufficient time to enable him or her to defend. 

(b) The judgment was obtained by fraud. 

(c) The cause of action or claim for relief on which the judgment is based is repugnant to the 

public policy of this state. 

(d) The judgment conflicts with another final and conclusive order. 



(e) The proceeding in the foreign court was contrary to an agreement between the parties under 

which the dispute in question was to be settled otherwise than by proceedings in that court. 

(f) In the case of jurisdiction based only on personal service, the foreign court was a seriously 

inconvenient forum for the trial of the action. 

(g) The foreign jurisdiction where judgment was rendered would not give recognition to a 

similar judgment rendered in this state. 

(h) The cause of action resulted in a defamation judgment obtained in a jurisdiction outside 

the United States, unless the court sitting in this state before which the matter is brought first 

determines that the defamation law applied in the foreign court’s adjudication provided at least as 

much protection for freedom of speech and press in that case as would be provided by the United 

States Constitution and the State Constitution. 

(i) The judgment was rendered in circumstances that raise substantial doubt about the integrity 

of the rendering court with respect to the judgment. 

(j) The specific proceeding in the foreign court leading to the judgment was not compatible 

with the requirements of due process of law. 

History.—s. 5, ch. 94-239; s. 1359, ch. 95-147; s. 78, ch. 99-251; s. 11, ch. 2001-154; s. 8, ch. 

2005-241; s. 1, ch. 2009-232; s. 1, ch. 2018-37. 

55.6055 Foreign defamation judgment.— 

(1) For the purposes of rendering declaratory relief with respect to a person’s liability for a 

foreign defamation judgment and determining whether the foreign defamation judgment should 

be deemed nonrecognizable under s. 55.605, the courts of this state have personal jurisdiction over 

any person who obtains a judgment in a defamation proceeding outside the United States against 

any person who: 

(a) Is a resident of this state; 

(b) Is a person or entity amenable to the jurisdiction of this state; 

(c) Has assets in this state; or 

(d) May have to take action in this state to comply with the judgment. 

(2) This section applies to judgments rendered in defamation proceedings outside the United 

States before, on, or after July 1, 2009. 

History.—s. 2, ch. 2009-232. 

55.606 Personal jurisdiction.—The out-of-country foreign judgment shall not be refused 

recognition for lack of personal jurisdiction if: 

(1) The defendant was served personally in the foreign state; 

(2) The defendant voluntarily appeared in the proceedings, other than for the purpose of 

protecting property seized or threatened with seizure in the proceedings or of contesting the 

jurisdiction of the court over him or her; 

(3) The defendant, prior to the commencement of the proceedings, had agreed to submit to the 

jurisdiction of the foreign court with respect to the subject matter involved; 



(4) The defendant was domiciled in the foreign state when the proceedings were instituted, or, 

being a body corporate, had its principal place of business, was incorporated, or had otherwise 

acquired corporate status, in the foreign state; 

(5) The defendant had a business office in the foreign state and the proceedings in the foreign 

court involved a cause of action or a claim for relief arising out of business done by the defendant 

through that office in the foreign state; or 

(6) The defendant operated a motor vehicle or airplane in the foreign state and the proceedings 

involved a cause of action or claim for relief arising out of such operation. 

History.—s. 6, ch. 94-239; s. 1360, ch. 95-147; s. 9, ch. 2005-241. 

55.607 Stay in case of appeal.—If the defendant satisfies the court that an appeal is pending, 

or that he or she intends to appeal, and that he or she has obtained a stay of judgment from the 

foreign court, the court may stay the proceedings until the appeal has been determined or until the 

expiration of a period of time sufficient to enable the defendant to prosecute the appeal. 

History.—s. 7, ch. 94-239; s. 1361, ch. 95-147. 

CHAPTER 61 

DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE; SUPPORT; TIME-SHARING  

61.0401 Application of the law of a foreign country in courts relating to matters arising 

out of or relating to this chapter and chapter 88.— 

(1) As used in this section, the term “strong public policy” means public policy of sufficient 

importance to outweigh the policy of protecting freedom of contract. 

(2) A court may not enforce: 

(a) A choice of law provision in a contract selecting the law of a foreign country which 

contravenes the strong public policy of this state or that is unjust or unreasonable. 

(b) A forum selection clause in a contract that selects a forum in a foreign country if the clause 

is shown to be unreasonable or unjust or if strong public policy would prohibit the enforceability 

of the clause under the specific facts of the case. 

(3) Before enforcing a judgment or order of a court of a foreign country, a court must review 

the judgment or order to ensure that it complies with the rule of comity. A judgment or order of a 

court of a foreign country is not entitled to comity if the parties were not given adequate notice 

and the opportunity to be heard, the foreign court did not have jurisdiction, or the judgment or 

order of the foreign court offends the public policy of this state. As used in this subsection, a 

“foreign court” or “court of a foreign country” includes any court or tribunal that has jurisdiction 

under the laws of that nation over the subject of matters governed by this chapter or chapter 88. 

(4) Any attempt to apply the law of a foreign country is void if it contravenes the strong public 

policy of this state or if the law is unjust or unreasonable. 

(5) A trial court may not dismiss an action on the grounds that a satisfactory remedy may be 

more conveniently sought in a foreign country unless the trial court finds in accordance with all 

the applicable rules of civil procedure and this section that an adequate alternate forum exists. 

(6) This section applies only to matters governed by or relating to this chapter or chapter 88. 



The purpose of this section is to codify existing case law, and that intent should guide the 

interpretation of this section. 

61.501 Short title.—This part may be cited as the “Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 

Enforcement Act.” 

History.—s. 5, ch. 2002-65. 

61.506 International application of part.— 

(1) A court of this state shall treat a foreign country as if it were a state of the United States 

for purposes of applying ss. 61.501-61.523. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3), a child custody determination made in a 

foreign country under factual circumstances in substantial conformity with the jurisdictional 

standards of this part must be recognized and enforced under ss. 61.524-61.540. 

(3) A court of this state need not apply this part if the child custody law of a foreign country 

violates fundamental principles of human rights. 

CHAPTER 63 

ADOPTION 

63.192 Recognition of foreign judgment or decree affecting adoption.—A judgment 

terminating the relationship of parent and child or establishing the relationship by adoption, or a 

decree granting legal guardianship for purposes of adoption, issued pursuant to due process of law 

by a court or authorized body of any other jurisdiction within or without the United States shall be 

recognized in this state, and the rights and obligations of the parties shall be determined as though 

the judgment or decree were issued by a court of this state. A judgment or decree of a court or 

authorized body terminating the relationship of a parent and child, whether independent, 

incorporated in an adoption decree, or incorporated in a legal guardianship order issued pursuant 

to due process of law of any other jurisdiction within or without the United States, shall be deemed 

to effectively terminate parental rights for purposes of a proceeding on a petition for adoption in 

this state. If a minor child has been made available for adoption in a foreign state or foreign country 

and the parental rights of the minor child’s parent have been terminated or the child has been 

declared to be abandoned or orphaned, no additional termination of parental rights proceeding 

need occur, and the adoption may be finalized according to the procedures set forth in this chapter. 

CHAPTER 88 

UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT  

PART II 

JURISDICTION 

88.2041 Simultaneous proceedings in another state.— 

(1) A tribunal of this state may exercise jurisdiction to establish a support order if the petition 

or comparable pleading is filed after a petition or comparable pleading is filed in another state or 

a foreign country only if: 



(a) The petition or comparable pleading in this state is filed before the expiration of the time 

allowed in the other state or the foreign country for filing a responsive pleading challenging the 

exercise of jurisdiction by the other state or the foreign country; 

(b) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in the other state or the 

foreign country; and 

(c) If relevant, this state is the home state of the child. 

(2) A tribunal of this state may not exercise jurisdiction to establish a support order if the 

petition or comparable pleading is filed before a petition or comparable pleading is filed in another 

state or a foreign country if: 

(a) The petition or comparable pleading in the other state or the foreign country is filed before 

the expiration of the time allowed in this state for filing a responsive pleading challenging the 

exercise of jurisdiction by this state; 

(b) The contesting party timely challenges the exercise of jurisdiction in this state; and 

(c) If relevant, the other state or the foreign country is the home state of the child. 

PART VI 

REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND 

MODIFICATION OF SUPPORT ORDER 

88.6041 Choice of law.— 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (4), the law of the issuing state or foreign 

country governs: 

(a) The nature, extent, amount, and duration of current payments under a registered support 

order; 

(b) The computation and payment of arrearages and accrual of interest on the arrearages under 

the order; and 

(c) The existence and satisfaction of other obligations under the support order. 

(2) In a proceeding for arrears under a registered support order, the statute of limitation of this 

state or of the issuing state or foreign country, whichever is longer, applies. 

(3) A responding tribunal of this state shall apply the procedures and remedies of this state to 

enforce current support and collect arrears and interest due on a support order of another state or 

foreign country registered in this state. 

(4) After a tribunal of this or another state determines which is the controlling order and issues 

an order consolidating arrears, if any, a tribunal of this state shall prospectively apply the law of 

the state or foreign country issuing the controlling order, including its law on interest on arrears, 

on current and future support, and on consolidated arrears. 

History.—s. 6, ch. 96-189; s. 47, ch. 2011-92. 

  



Title XXXIX COMMERCIAL RELATIONS 

CHAPTER 670  

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE: FUNDS TRANSFERS  

670.507 Choice of law.— 

(1) The following rules apply unless the affected parties otherwise agree or subsection (3) 

applies: 

(a) The rights and obligations between the sender of a payment order and the receiving bank 

are governed by the law of the jurisdiction in which the receiving bank is located. 

(b) The rights and obligations between the beneficiary’s bank and the beneficiary are 

governed by the law of the jurisdiction in which the beneficiary’s bank is located. 

(c) The issue of when payment is made pursuant to a funds transfer by the originator to the 

beneficiary is governed by the law of the jurisdiction in which the beneficiary’s bank is located. 

(2) If the parties described in each paragraph of subsection (1) have made an agreement 

selecting the law of a particular jurisdiction to govern rights and obligations between each other, 

the law of that jurisdiction governs those rights and obligations, whether or not the payment 

order or the funds transfer bears a reasonable relation to that jurisdiction. 

(3) A funds-transfer system rule may select the law of a particular jurisdiction to govern: 

(a) Rights and obligations between participating banks with respect to payment orders 

transmitted or processed through the system; or 

(b) The rights and obligations of some or all parties to a funds transfer any part of which is 

carried out by means of the system. 

A choice of law made pursuant to paragraph (a) is binding on participating banks. A choice of law 

made pursuant to paragraph (b) is binding on the originator, other sender, or a receiving bank 

having notice that the funds-transfer system might be used in the funds transfer and of the choice 

of law by the system when the originator, other sender, or receiving bank issued or accepted a 

payment order. The beneficiary of a funds transfer is bound by the choice of law if, when the funds 

transfer is initiated, the beneficiary has notice that the funds-transfer system might be used in the 

funds transfer and of the choice of law by the system. The law of a jurisdiction selected pursuant 

to this subsection may govern, whether or not that law bears a reasonable relation to the matter in 

issue. 

(4) In the event of inconsistency between an agreement under subsection (2) and a choice-

of-law rule under subsection (3), the agreement under subsection (2) prevails. 

(5) If a funds transfer is made by use of more than one funds-transfer system and there is 

inconsistency between choice-of-law rules of the systems, the matter in issue is governed by the 

law of the selected jurisdiction that has the most significant relationship to the matter in issue. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 91-70. 

CHAPTER 671 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE: GENERAL PROVISIONS  
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671.105 Territorial application of the code; parties’ power to choose applicable law.— 

(1) Except as provided in this section, when a transaction bears a reasonable relation to this 

state and also to another state or nation, the parties may agree that the law either of this state or of 

such other state or nation will govern their rights and duties. Failing such agreement, this code 

applies to transactions bearing an appropriate relation to this state. 

(2) When one of the following provisions of this code specifies the applicable law, that 

provision governs; and a contrary agreement is effective only to the extent permitted by the law 

(including the conflict-of-laws rules) so specified: 

(a) Governing law in the chapter on funds transfers. (s. 670.507) 

(b) Rights of sellers’ creditors against sold goods. (s. 672.402) 

(c) Applicability of the chapter on bank deposits and collections. (s. 674.102) 

(d) Applicability of the chapter on letters of credit. (s. 675.116) 

(e) Applicability of the chapter on investment securities. (s. 678.1101) 

(f) Law governing perfection, the effect of perfection or nonperfection, and the priority of 

security interests and agricultural liens. (ss. 679.3011-679.3071) 

(g) Applicability of the chapter on leases. (ss. 680.1051 and 680.1061) 

CHAPTER 675 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE: LETTERS OF CREDIT  

675.116 Choice of law and forum.— 

(1) The liability of an issuer, nominated person, or adviser for action or omission is governed 

by the law of the jurisdiction chosen by an agreement in the form of a record signed or otherwise 

authenticated by the affected parties in the manner provided in s. 675.104 or by a provision in the 

person’s letter of credit, confirmation, or other undertaking. The jurisdiction whose law is chosen 

need not bear any relation to the transaction. 

(2) Unless subsection (1) applies, the liability of an issuer, nominated person, or adviser for 

action or omission is governed by the law of the jurisdiction in which the person is located. The 

person is considered to be located at the address indicated in the person’s undertaking. If more 

than one address is indicated, the person is considered to be located at the address from which the 

person’s undertaking was issued. For the purpose of jurisdiction, choice of law, and recognition of 

interbranch letters of credit, but not enforcement of a judgment, all branches of a bank are 

considered separate juridical entities and a bank is considered to be located at the place where its 

relevant branch is considered to be located under this subsection. 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the liability of an issuer, nominated 

person, or adviser is governed by any rules of custom or practice, such as the Uniform Customs 

and Practice for Documentary Credits, to which the letter of credit, confirmation, or other 

undertaking is expressly made subject. If this chapter governs the liability of an issuer, nominated 

person, or adviser under subsection (1) or subsection (2), the relevant undertaking incorporates 

rules of custom or practice, and there is conflict between this chapter and such rules as applied to 

that undertaking, such rules govern except to the extent of any conflict with the nonvariable 

provisions specified in s. 675.102(3). 
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(4) This chapter governs to the extent of any conflict between this chapter and chapter 670, 

chapter 673, chapter 674, or chapter 679. 

(5) The forum for settling disputes arising out of an undertaking within this chapter may be 

chosen in the manner and with the binding effect that governing law may be chosen in accordance 

with subsection (1). 

History.—s. 1, ch. 65-254; s. 5, ch. 79-398; s. 620, ch. 97-102; s. 1, ch. 99-137. 

Note.—s. 5-116, U.C.C. 

CHAPTER 678 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE: INVESTMENT SECURITIES  

678.1101 Applicability; choice of law.— 

(1) The local law of the issuer’s jurisdiction, as specified in subsection (4), governs: 

(a) The validity of a security. 

(b) The rights and duties of the issuer with respect to registration of transfer. 

(c) The effectiveness of registration of transfer by the issuer. 

(d) Whether the issuer owes any duties to an adverse claimant to a security. 

(e) Whether an adverse claim can be asserted against a person to whom transfer of a 

certificated or uncertificated security is registered or a person who obtains control of an 

uncertificated security. 

(2) The local law of the securities intermediary’s jurisdiction, as specified in subsection (5), 

governs: 

(a) Acquisition of a security entitlement from the securities intermediary. 

(b) The rights and duties of the securities intermediary and entitlement holder arising out of a 

security entitlement. 

(c) Whether the securities intermediary owes any duties to an adverse claimant to a security 

entitlement. 

(d) Whether an adverse claim can be asserted against a person who acquires a security 

entitlement from the securities intermediary or a person who purchases a security entitlement or 

interest therein from an entitlement holder. 

(3) The local law of the jurisdiction in which a security certificate is located at the time of 

delivery governs whether an adverse claim can be asserted against a person to whom the security 

certificate is delivered. 

(4) “Issuer’s jurisdiction” means the jurisdiction under which the issuer of the security is 

organized or, if permitted by the law of that jurisdiction, the law of another jurisdiction specified 

by the issuer. An issuer organized under the law of this state may specify the law of another 

jurisdiction as the law governing the matters specified in paragraphs (1)(b)-(e). 

(5) The following rules determine a “securities intermediary’s jurisdiction” for purposes of 

this section: 



(a) If an agreement between the securities intermediary and its entitlement holder governing 

the securities account expressly provides that a particular jurisdiction is the securities 

intermediary’s jurisdiction for purposes of this part, this chapter, or this code, that jurisdiction is 

the securities intermediary’s jurisdiction. 

(b) If paragraph (a) does not apply and an agreement between the securities intermediary and 

its entitlement holder governing the securities account expressly provides that the agreement is 

governed by the law of a particular jurisdiction, that jurisdiction is the securities intermediary’s 

jurisdiction. 

(c) If neither paragraph (a) nor paragraph (b) applies and an agreement between the securities 

intermediary and its entitlement holder governing the securities account expressly provides that 

the securities account is maintained at an office in a particular jurisdiction, that jurisdiction is the 

securities intermediary’s jurisdiction. 

(d) If none of the preceding paragraphs applies, the securities intermediary’s jurisdiction is 

the jurisdiction in which the office identified in an account statement as the office serving the 

entitlement holder’s account is located. 

(e) If none of the preceding paragraphs applies, the securities intermediary’s jurisdiction is the 

jurisdiction in which the chief executive office of the securities intermediary is located. 

(6) A securities intermediary’s jurisdiction is not determined by the physical location of 

certificates representing financial assets, or by the jurisdiction in which is organized the issuer of 

the financial asset with respect to which an entitlement holder has a security entitlement, or by the 

location of facilities for data processing or other record keeping concerning the account. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 98-11; s. 21, ch. 2001-198. 

CHAPTER 680 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE: LEASES  

680.1061 Limitation on power of parties to consumer lease to choose applicable law and 

judicial forum.— 

(1) If the law chosen by the parties to a consumer lease is that of a jurisdiction other than a 

jurisdiction in which the lessee resides at the time the lease agreement becomes enforceable or 

within 30 days thereafter or in which the goods are to be used or in which the lease is executed by 

the lessee, the choice is not enforceable. 

(2) If the judicial forum chosen by the parties to a consumer lease is a forum that would not 

otherwise have jurisdiction over the lessee, the choice is not enforceable. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 90-278. 

CHAPTER 685 

CONTRACT ENFORCEMENT: CHOICE OF LAW 

685.101 Choice of law.— 

(1) The parties to any contract, agreement, or undertaking, contingent or otherwise, in 

consideration of or relating to any obligation arising out of a transaction involving in the aggregate 

not less than $250,000, the equivalent thereof in any foreign currency, or services or tangible or 



intangible property, or both, of equivalent value, including a transaction otherwise covered by s. 

671.105(1), may, to the extent permitted under the United States Constitution, agree that the law 

of this state will govern such contract, agreement, or undertaking, the effect thereof and their rights 

and duties thereunder, in whole or in part, whether or not such contract, agreement, or undertaking 

bears any relation to this state. 

(2) This section does not apply to any contract, agreement, or undertaking: 

(a) Regarding any transaction which does not bear a substantial or reasonable relation to this 

state in which every party is either or a combination of: 

1. A resident and citizen of the United States, but not of this state; or 

2. Incorporated or organized under the laws of another state and does not maintain a place of 

business in this state; 

(b) For labor or employment; 

(c) Relating to any transaction for personal, family, or household purposes, unless such 

contract, agreement, or undertaking concerns a trust at least one trustee of which resides or 

transacts business as a trustee in this state, in which case this section applies; 

(d) To the extent provided to the contrary in s. 671.105(2); or 

(e) To the extent such contract, agreement, or undertaking is otherwise covered or affected by 

s. 655.55. 

(3) This section does not limit or deny the enforcement of any provision respecting choice of 

law in any other contract, agreement, or undertaking. 

(4) This section applies to: 

(a) Contracts entered into on or after June 27, 1989; and 

(b) Contracts entered into prior to June 27, 1989, if an action or proceeding relating to such 

contract is commenced on or after June 27, 1989. 

History.—s. 1, ch. 89-135. 

685.102 Jurisdiction.— 

(1) Notwithstanding any law that limits the right of a person to maintain an action or 

proceeding, any person may, to the extent permitted under the United States Constitution, maintain 

in this state an action or proceeding against any person or other entity residing or located outside 

this state, if the action or proceeding arises out of or relates to any contract, agreement, or 

undertaking for which a choice of the law of this state, in whole or in part, has been made pursuant 

to s. 685.101 and which contains a provision by which such person or other entity residing or 

located outside this state agrees to submit to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state. 

(2) This section does not affect the jurisdiction of the courts of this state over any action or 

proceeding arising out of or relating to any other contract, agreement, or undertaking. 

(3) This section applies to: 

(a) Contracts entered into on or after June 27, 1989; and 



(b) Contracts entered into prior to June 27, 1989, if an action or proceeding relating to such 

contract is commenced on or after June 27, 1989. 

History.—s. 2, ch. 89-135. 

  



Title XLII ESTATES AND TRUSTS 

CHAPTER 732 

PROBATE CODE: INTESTATE SUCCESSION AND WILLS  

PART I 

INTESTATE SUCCESSION 

732.1101 Aliens.—Aliens shall have the same rights of inheritance as citizens. 

PART VII 

CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS RELATING TO DEATH 

732.701 Agreements concerning succession.— 

(1) No agreement to make a will, to give a devise, not to revoke a will, not to revoke a devise, 

not to make a will, or not to make a devise shall be binding or enforceable unless the agreement is 

in writing and signed by the agreeing party in the presence of two attesting witnesses. Such an 

agreement executed by a nonresident of Florida, either before or after this law takes effect, is valid 

in this state if valid when executed under the laws of the state or country where the agreement was 

executed, whether or not the agreeing party is a Florida resident at the time of death. 

(2) The execution of a joint will or mutual wills neither creates a presumption of a contract to 

make a will nor creates a presumption of a contract not to revoke the will or wills. 

CHAPTER 736 

FLORIDA TRUST CODE  

736.0107 Governing law.—The meaning and effect of the terms of a trust are determined by: 

(1) The law of the jurisdiction designated in the terms of the trust, provided there is a sufficient 

nexus to the designated jurisdiction at the time of the creation of the trust or during the trust 

administration, including, but not limited to, the location of real property held by the trust or the 

residence or location of an office of the settlor, trustee, or any beneficiary; or 

(2) In the absence of a controlling designation in the terms of the trust, the law of the 

jurisdiction where the settlor resides at the time the trust is first created. 

Notwithstanding subsection (1) or subsection (2), a designation in the terms of a trust is not 

controlling as to any matter for which the designation would be contrary to a strong public policy 

of this state. 
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