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British Columbia 

 

ARBITRATION ACT 

[SBC 2020] CHAPTER 2 

Part 5 — Arbitral Proceedings 

Division 3 — Representation in Arbitral Proceedings and Applicable Law 

Law applicable to substance of dispute 

25   (1)The law applicable to the substance of a dispute is the law 

designated by the parties to the arbitration agreement. 

(2)If the parties to the arbitration agreement have not designated the law applicable to 

the substance of a dispute, the arbitral tribunal may choose the applicable law. 

(3)An arbitral tribunal must decide the substance of a dispute in accordance with the 

applicable law, including any equitable rights or defences available under that law. 

(4)An arbitral tribunal may grant relief or remedies under the applicable law, including 

orders of specific performance, injunctions, declarations or other equitable remedies available 

under that law. 

Conflict of laws 

26  A designation by the parties to the arbitration agreement of the law of a jurisdiction 

refers to the jurisdiction's substantive law and not to its conflict of laws rules unless the parties 

expressly state that the designation includes the conflict of laws rules. 

Application of agreed standards 

27  Despite section 25, if all parties agree, an arbitral tribunal may resolve a dispute ex 

aequo et bono, as amiable compositeur or by applying some other standard. 
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