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Description

The purpose of special course “Introduction to English and American Law” (in
English) is to introduce the origins of English and American law, its sources and
foundations, the basics of constitutional systems of Great Britain and the USA,
American federalism, legal education and legal practice, legal culture of the
Americans and the British (in comparison with other countries, including Russia),
legal and political implications of British membership in the European Union, other
topical issues of contemporary English and American law.

As an introduction to this special course students will explore English and
American methodology of comparative legal studies. They will also study how to do
research of English and American law.

Particular topics of the course include: U.S. Constitution and (unwritten)
Constitution of the United Kingdom; separation of powers in Great Britain and USA;
civil rights and freedoms; main decisions of the US Supreme Court; political parties
and electoral systems; impeachment; death penalty; foundations of criminal law,
foreign relations law, national security law; peculiarities of application of international
law in Great Britain and USA,; legal education in Great Britain and USA, and how to
pass Law School Admission Test (LSAT), etc.

In order to make the course more interactive, all students will be divided into
two groups (not more than 20 students in each group) with more or less advanced
knowledge of English.

We will consider a possibility of visiting Moscow offices of major international
law firms; bringing practicing lawyers to the classroom as guest speakers; discussing
English, American, Russian and comparative law with English and American students
via Skype; observing sessions and hearings in the British Parliament and U.S.
Congress via the Internet; holding a moot court, mock parliamentary sessions, etc.

Topics and structure of the course

Class work (hours)

Ne Topics Hours Home work
Seminars
Lectures and
practical
tasks
1. | Legal education in the 5 3 2 2

USA and Great Britain

2. | Foundations and 6 3 3 3
sources of English and
American law. The




precedent. Basics of
constitutional law of
Great Britain and USA

Legislative branch of
government and
legislative process. US
Congress and British
Parliament: formation,
structure, powers

Executive branch of
government: status,
powers, apparatus.
Presidency in the USA

Judicial branch of
government

Legal status of the
individual. Human
rights and civil
freedoms

Federalism in the USA.
Administrative and
territorial composition
of Great Britain

Political parties and
party system. Election
law, electoral system,
and electoral process

Foundations of
criminal law and
criminal procedure.
Constitutional
mechanism of
emergency powers and
states of emergency

10.

International law in
Great Britain and the
USA. National security
law. Foreign relations




law

11.

Legal culture: legality
and morality.
Penitentiary systems in
the U.S. and Great
Britain. Death penalty

12,

Legal practice in the
U.S. and Great Britain

Total:

52

27

25

25

Forms of control and evaluation of knowledge of students

Types of Control Forms of Control Notes
Current Home tasks, discussions, Mainly oral;
reports, short essays, moot short essays - written
court, mock parliamentary
sessions
Final Exam Oral

Elaborated topics

Topic 1.

Legal education in the USA and Great Britain

Legal education in the USA and Great Britain: sources, development, specifics.

Law schools.

Preparations for Law School Admission Test (LSAT) to pass it successfully.
Continuous legal education in the USA and Great Britain.
Comparative law: English and American perspective.

Topic 2.

Foundations and sources of English and American law.

The precedent.
Basics of constitutional law of Great Britain and USA




Emergence of English and American law.

Sources and hierarchy of law.

The precedent.

Basics of constitutional law of Great Britain.

Declaration of Independence (1776).

American Constitution: adoption, structure, amendments.

American Constitution: main features.

Separation of powers, and the system of checks and balances.

Civil war and subsequent development of American law.

Great Britain in the European Union. Specifics of British law and EU law.

Topic 3.
Legislative branch of government and legislative process.
US Congress and British Parliament: formation, structure, powers

Legislative branch of government and legislative process: general features.
US Congress: formation, structure, powers.

British Parliament: formation, structure, powers.

War and emergency powers.

Parliamentary investigations.

“Power of the purse”.

Topic 4.
Executive branch of government: status, powers, apparatus.
Presidency in the USA

Executive branch of government: status, powers, apparatus.
Presidency in the USA.

Cabinet and apparatus.

Impeachment in Great Britain and the USA.

War and emergency powers.

Topic 5.
Judicial branch of government

Judicial branch of government in Great Britain.

Judicial branch of government in the USA.

The jury.

The U.S. Supreme Court: structure, formation, functions.



Selected decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court: Marbury v. Madison; Miranda;
Korematsu v. United States and other American Japanese internment cases;
Roper v. Simmons.

Topic 6.
Legal status of the individual. Human rights and civil freedoms

British historical acts: the Magna Carta (1215), the Petition of Right (1628), the
Bill of Rights (1679), etc.

The U.S. Bill of Rights (1789) and its main provisions.

The Habeas Corpus Act and its suspension by President Lincoln during Civil War
(1861-1865).

Enforcement of rights and freedoms.

Topic 7.
Federalism in the USA.
Administrative and territorial composition of Great Britain

Federalism in the USA.

Administrative and territorial composition of Great Britain.

Local government in Great Britain and the USA.

National Guard and Posse Comitatus Act.

Federal intervention in the states for the suppression of domestic violence.
The Commonwealth of Nations (The British Commonwealth).

Topic 8.
Political parties and party system.
Election law, electoral system, and electoral process

Political parties and party system.
Election law and electoral system.
Campaign finance.

Primaries in the USA.

Topic 9.
Criminal law and criminal procedure.
Constitutional mechanism of emergency powers and states of emergency

Criminal law and criminal procedure: general features.



Constitutional foundations of criminal procedure.
Constitutional mechanism of emergency powers and states of emergency

Topic 10.
International law in Great Britain and the USA.
Foreign relations law
National security law.

International law in the hierarchy of laws in Great Britain and the USA.
Peculiarities of application of international law in Great Britain and the USA.
Foundations of foreign relations law.

Foundations of national security law.

Topic 11.
Legal culture: legality and morality.
Penitentiary systems in the U.S. and Great Britain. Death penalty

The First Amendment.

«Civil society» and the state.

Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and their regulations.
Penitentiary systems in the U.S. and Great Britain.

Death penalty in the USA.

Topic 12.
Legal practice in the U.S. and Great Britain
Bar exams and bar admission.

Legal ethics, and lawyers’ code of professional responsibility.
Peculiarities of legal profession in Great Britain and the USA.

Model questions for exam preparations

1. Comparative law: English and American perspective.

2. Emergence of English and American law.

3. Sources and hierarchy of law.

4. The precedent.

5. Basics of constitutional law of Great Britain.

6. Great Britain in the European Union. Specifics of British law and EU law.



7. American Constitution: adoption, structure, amendments.

8. American Constitution: main features.

9. Separation of powers, and the system of checks and balances.

10.Legislative branch of government and legislative process: general features.

11.US Congress: formation, structure, powers.

12.British Parliament: formation, structure, powers.

13.Parliamentary investigations and “power of the purse”.

14.Executive branch of government: status, powers, apparatus.

15.Presidency in the USA.

16.Impeachment in Great Britain and the USA.

17.War and emergency powers.

18.Judicial branch of government in Great Britain.

19.Judicial branch of government in the USA.

20.The U.S. Supreme Court: structure, formation, functions.

21.Selected decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court: Marbury v. Madison; Miranda;
Korematsu v. United States and other Japanese internment cases; Roper v.
Simmons.

22.British historical acts: the Magna Carta (1215), the Petition of Right (1628), the
Bill of Rights (1679), etc.

23.The U.S. Bill of Rights (1789) and its main provisions.

24.Enforcement of rights and freedoms.

25.Federalism in the USA.

26.Administrative and territorial composition of Great Britain.

27.Local government in Great Britain and the USA.
28.Federal intervention in the states for the suppression of domestic violence.
National Guard and Posse Comitatus Act.

29.Political parties and party system.

30.Election law and electoral system.

31.Constitutional foundations of criminal procedure.

32.Constitutional mechanism of emergency powers and states of emergency.

33.International law in the hierarchy of laws in Great Britain and the USA.

34.Peculiarities of application of international law in Great Britain and the USA.

35.Foundations of foreign relations law.

36.Foundations of national security law.

37.«Civil society» and the state. Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and their
regulations.

38.Penitentiary systems in the U.S. and Great Britain. Death penalty.

39.Legal education in the USA and Great Britain: sources, development, specifics.

40.Legal ethics, and lawyers’ code of professional responsibility.

41.Peculiarities of legal profession in Great Britain and the USA.



Estimation procedure of the final grade

The final grade in the special course “Introduction to English and American

Law” (in English) is estimated according to the following formula:

The final grade = O (accumulated) + O (exam).

The share of the relative importance of the controls:

Accumulated score - 0.5

Exam - 0.5

Cumulative score is calculated using a weighted sum of estimates for certain

forms of monitoring (current performance at seminars - 0.5; abstract - 0.5).

Rounding method and the resulting cumulative count: 0.4 and up - in favor of

the student.
Documents and basic sources

Documents

1. The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription. Cwm.:
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html

2. United States Constitution: Texts, Commentaries, Historical Texts and
Judicial Decisions. CwM.:
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/guide/federal/usconst.php

3. Coennnennsle IlTatel Amepukn: KOHCTUTYLMS M 3aKOHOZATEIBHBIE
axtel / [Tox pen. O. A. XKuakosa. - M., [Iporpecc, Yausepc, 1993.

4, Konctutrymmuu rocymapcts Espomeiickoro Coroza / Tlog pen. JLA.

OxkynbpkoBa. - M., UTHO®PA M - HOPMA, 1997.

Basic sources

1.

Introduction to American Legal System — Jones & Bartlett Publishers, 2011.
Cwm.:
http://www.jblearning.com/samples/0763734454/34454 CHO01_ROACH.pd
f

Outline of the U.S. Legal System — Washington, D.C.: US Department of
State, 2004. Cwm.:
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/korea/49271/dwoa_122709/Outline-of-the-
U_S -Legal-System.pdf

Elena Dana Neacsu. Introduction to U.S. Law and Legal Research (Digital
Edition). Cwm.:
http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac%3A138572


http://photos.state.gov/libraries/korea/49271/dwoa_122709/Outline-of-the-U_S_-Legal-System.pdf
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/korea/49271/dwoa_122709/Outline-of-the-U_S_-Legal-System.pdf
http://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac%3A138572

4. Introduction to the U.S. Legal System: Research Guides. Cw.:
http://law.duke.edu/sites/default/files/lib/uslegalsystem.pdf
5. The English Legal System. Cwm.: http://www.sagepub.com/upm-
data/50943 01_Avery CH_01.pdf
6. English Law and Other Legal Systems. Cwm.:
http://www.acornlive.com/demos/pdf/C5 BLW_Chapter_1.pdf
7. The Legal System. CMm.:
http://catalogue.pearsoned.co.uk/assets/hip/gb/hip_gb_pearsonhighered/sam
plechapter/1408292823.pdf
8. Barry E. Carter and Allen S. Weiner. International Law (Sixth Edition). —
Wolters Kluwer, 2011. (Available as a pdf file).
9. Harold C Ralyea. National Emergency Powers - Washington: Congressional
Research Service, 2007. Cm.: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/98-505.pdf
10. Charles Doyle, Jennifer K. Elsea. The Posse Comitatus Act and Related
Matters: The Use of the Military to Execute Civilian Law - Washington:
Congressional Research Service, 2012. Cwm.:
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42659.pdf
11. Bruce Ackerman. The New Separation of Powers // Harvard Law Review,
Vol. 113, No. 3, Jan. 2000. Cwm.: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1342286
12. Federal Intervention in the States for the Suppression of Domestic Violence:
Constitutionality, Statutory Power, and Policy // Duke Law Journal, Vol.15,
No.2, 1966. Cwm.:  http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/dlj/vol15/iss2/5;
http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2033&context=
dlj
13. UK Constitution - International Constitutional Law web site (1992):
http://www.servat.unibe.ch/icl/index.html
Supplementary Reading Materials
Books
1. Nuoctpannoe rocynapctBennoe mpaso / Iloxg pea. Maknakoa B.B. — M.:
Opucr, 1997.
2. KoncturyimonHoe (rocyaapCTBEHHOE) TPaBO 3apyOeKHBIX CTpaH: B 4-X T.
VYyeonnk / OtB. pen. b.A. Ctpamyn. — M.: BEK, 1998.
3. Konctutyumonnoe npaBo 3apyOekHbIx cTpaH: YueOHuk / [log obmr. pea. M.
B. Barnas, YO. U. Jle#i6o, JI. M. DaTHHA. - M.: Hopma, 2000.
4. KoHCTUTYIIMOHHOE TpaBo 3apyoexxHbix crpaH / [lox pen. Uupkuna B.E. — M:
IOpucr, 1999.
5. Koncturyunonnoe  (TOCyJapCTBEHHOE) TMpaBO  3apyOEKHBIX  CTpaH.

Ocob6ennas yactb: y4ye6. / U.A. AnebactpoBa, JI.M. I'ymomnukos, B.A.
Kukotb u n1p.; pyk. aBT. Koji-Ba U oTB. pea. b.A. CtpaiyH. 2-¢ u3z., 0OHOBII.
u gopad. — M.: Hopma, 2006.
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http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/50943_01_Avery_CH_01.pdf
http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/50943_01_Avery_CH_01.pdf
http://www.acornlive.com/demos/pdf/C5_BLW_Chapter_1.pdf
http://catalogue.pearsoned.co.uk/assets/hip/gb/hip_gb_pearsonhighered/samplechapter/1408292823.pdf
http://catalogue.pearsoned.co.uk/assets/hip/gb/hip_gb_pearsonhighered/samplechapter/1408292823.pdf
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42659.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1342286
http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2033&context=dlj
http://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2033&context=dlj

6. I'padckuii B.I'. BceoOmiast ucropus mpaBa u rocynapctsa. - M.: HOPMA,
2002.

7. YepnunoBckuii 3.M. BceoOmass ucropusi rocymapctBa U mpasa. - M.:
Opucts, 2002.

8. ®punmdH JI. BBenenne B amepukaHckoe mpaBo. - M., Ilporpecc, 1992.
(Available as a pdf file).

9. bepuam VY. IIpaBoBas cuctema Coeaunennsix IlItaToB Amepuxu / 3-i
BbiTyck. Hayunslii penakrop B.A.Bnacuxun. - M., PUO «HoBas roctunus»,
2006.

10.Mummn A.A., Brnacuxun B.A. Koncturymus CIIA: [Toautuko-npaBoBoi
KOMMeEHTapui. - M.: MexnyHapoaabie OTHOWIEHHS, 1985.

11.Mummma A.A. KoHCTUTyUHOHHOE (TOCYIapCTBEHHOE) MpaBO 3apyOe’KHBIX
ctpad. — 9-e¢ u3m., mepepad. u gomonH. — M.: 3A0 «lOpunnuecknii lom
«¥Octununadopm», 2002.

12.bo6otoB C.B., Xuraues 1.}O. Beenenue B npaBoByto cucremy CIIIA. - M.:
HOPMA, 1997.

13.lompun A.H., HoBunbkoB B.A., [Tununenko A.H. Ilponenypa nesreiapHOCTH
Oypkya3sHoro mapiameHta. - M.: MHWHcTutyT 3akoHOAATENbCTBA U
CpaBHUTEIIBHOTO NIpaBoBeieHus pu BepxoBHoMm Cosete PD, 1992.

14 lompun A.H. KOHCTUTYIMOHHBIM MEXaHU3M YPE3BBIYAMHOIO MOJIOKECHUS.
[IpaBoBOE perynupoBaHHE W TpaKTUKa NMpPUMEHEHHs B BemukoOputanuu u
Nupun. - M.: MockoBckuii 001ecTBeHHbIN HayIHbIH oHa, 1998.

15.Alexander Domrin. The Limits of Russian Democratisation: Emergency
Powers and States of Emergency. — London, New York: Routledge, 2006.
(Available as a pdf file).

16.Ellen C. Collier. Instances of Use of United States Forces Abroad, 1798-1993
- Washington:  Congressional ~ Research  Service, 1993. Cwm.:
http://www.fas.org/man/crs/crs_931007.htm

17.Richard F. Grimmett. Instances of Use of United States Forces Abroad, 1798-
2010 - Washington: Congressional Research Service, 2011. Cw.:
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R41677.pdf

18.CamukoB M.C. Cpapautenbubii  ¢emepanuzm B CIIIA u Poccun. -
ExarepunOypr, 1998.

19.Corpun B.B. IlpaBa demoBeka B CILIA: neknapaiis U JIEHCTBUTEIBHOCTD. -
M., 1997.

Articles
1.  Hompun A.H. UactutyT npe3uneHtctsa. - [IpeacraButensHas Baacth - XXI
BEK: 3aKOHOJATEILCTBO, KOMMEeHTapuu, npoodiaemsl. 2002, No.1.

2. Jlompun A.H. KoncturyuuoHnHas mnpoueaypa umnuumernta B CIIA. -
Kypnain poccuiickoro npasa. 2004, No.7.
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http://www.fas.org/man/crs/crs_931007.htm

Hompun A.H. HoBselii amepukanckuii 3akoH «O nemokpatuun B Poccum»
(Russian Democracy Act of 2002, H.R. 2121). - [IpencraBuTenbHAs BIACTH -
XXI Bek: 3aKOHOATENHCTBO, KOMMEeHTapuu, ipodiemsl. 2002, No.5-6.
Hompun A.H. UpesBbvaitHeie monHoMouus tnpesunenta CIHIA B
OTHOIIIEHUH CYOBEKTOB (enepanuu. - [IpeacraButenbHas BiaacTh - XXI Bek:
3aKOHOAATEILCTBO, KOMMeHTapuu, mpooaembl. 2000, No.1.

Hompun A.H. [IIpaBoBble HMHCTUTYTBl UPE3BBIYAMHOTO pEeXHUMa B
BenukoOpuranuu. - [IpaBo u skonomuka, 1996, No.15-16 (85-86).

Mumunaa E.A. Yuiaesam MbpOropu npotuB JIxeiimca Mboaucona //
Poccuiickas roctumus. 1997, Ne 3.

Mummna E.A. Mupanna npotuB mrata Apuzona // Poccuiickast rocTunus.
1997, No.3.

Opunnueckoe o6OpazoBanne B CIIA // Bompockl neMokpartuu.
DnexTpoHHbIN KypHan ['ocygapcTBennoro nemnapramenta CIIA. 2002, Tom
7, Ne2. Cm.: http://www.infousa.ru/laws/ijdr0802.pdf

Brnacuxun B.A. IOpuandeckas npodeccus u opuandeckoe o0pazoBaHue B
CHIA // FOPDAK. MexBy30BcKas ra3zera cTyJaeHTOB-topuctoB, 2000, No§.
Cwm.: http://www.law.edu.ru/doc/document.asp?docID=1139508

Electronic resources of the HSE

Electronic library system “Znanium”:
http://znanium.com/

Scientific electronic library (NEB):
http://elibrary.ru/defaultx.asp

Universal encyclopedia “Rubricon”:
http://www.rubricon.com/default.asp

Material and technical support

Notebook computer, video projector, PowerPoint presentations, internet access
for the instructor and students.
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